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Dear John: 

I have been advised of ASARCO's request for a delay of the A p r i l 18 public 
meeting. Apparently, ASARCO fears that the meeting would shed an unfavorable 
l i g h t on the i r t r i a l against Diehl Land Company. The Solid and Hazardous Waste 
Bureau feels that a delay of the public meeting i s u n j u s t i f i e d , for the 
following reasons: 

1) Granting ASARCO's request may give the community the impression we are 
allowing the company to control a c t i v i t i e s at the East Helena s i t e . I f the 
public finds out about the request, they w i l l have reason to question what 
other demands we. have given in to. Decisions w i l l be made i n the near future 
at the s i t e and now would be an inopportune time to lose c r e d i b i l i t y with the 
public. 

2) ASARCO requested we delay the meeting one month from the o r i g i n a l date of 
A p r i l 18. We are concerned i f the t r i a l were delayed, ASARCO would ask for 
another extension. Furthermore, i f ASARCO loses, other cases may be f i l e d 
immediately, thus ASARCO may request further delays of our meeting. 

3) The t r i a l i s not d i r e c t l y related to Superfund a c t i v i t i e s . Therefore, we 
think i t i s unwise to create an association i n the minds of the public that 
there i s a connection between Superfund and the t r i a l . 

4) Delaying the delivery of information to the public may only make matters 
worse. The information i s ready and includes data on r e s i d e n t i a l s o i l s , the 
Wilson i r r i g a t i o n d i t c h , garden vegetables and other matters d i r e c t l y 
pertinent to the residents of East Helena. Anyone who l a t e r finds out we 
delayed the meeting may be i n c l i n e d to ask why we waited. We f e e l we should 
give the public the information as soon as i t i s ready. 

"AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER-



I r e a l i z e EPA has the lead at the s i t e , so ultimately t h i s i s your decision. 
However, Scott Brown has asked for the State's opinion and we do not want to 
delay. 
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